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Benjamin Franklin Charter School Crismon
Queen Creek, AZ

Rendering for International Academy of Atlantic City

With the winter break just around the corner it’s a great time to 
complete tasks that are sometimes hard to do with students and 
faculty in the building. Here are a few items to complete while 
everyone is away: 

Check out our new website

www.highmarkschools.com
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President Elect Names Charter School 
Proponent to be Secretary of Education

Shortly after his surprise election victory, 
President elect Donald Trump indicated he 
would nominate Betsy DeVos as Secretary 
of Education.  Assuming she passes Senate 
approval, she will be the highest education 
official in the nation and her background 
should be of interest to any professional 
working in the educational field. Below are 
some important facts to know about her.

Betsy and her husband, Dick, are 
billionaires from Grand Rapids, Michigan. 
They have donated tens of millions of 
dollars to various charities and GOP causes. 
Their favorite cause has been school 
choice, where she founded American 
Foundation for Children, a group that fights 
for school choice. She is an advocate for 
charter schools, but also supports other 
school choice options, such as virtual 
schools and private school vouchers.  
Her support for vouchers has created 
controversy from those concerned about 
separation of church and state and her 
position towards charter schools has 
made her very unpopular among teachers 
unions. Like many previous Secretaries 
of Education, she has never worked as a 
teacher or school administrator.

Betsy is considered a Washington outsider, 
but has been a political insider in Michigan 
state politics for years, where she was the 
chairman of the Michigan Republican party, 
and her husband was an unsuccessful 
gubernatorial candidate. Initially, she was 
not a Trump supporter and was a vocal 
supporter for John Kasich in the Republican 
presidential primary.

While the influence this federal 
government position will have on state and 
local schools is yet to be determined, if 
Betsy DeVos is appointed, she will be the 
strongest supporter of charter schools to 
ever hold that office.

Three brand new school facilities in Queen Creek and 
Gilbert, Arizona welcomed almost 1,900 students on the 
first day of school in fall 2013. Today, those same three 
campuses now serve over 2,300 students in grades 
K-12.  The school operator has seen success not only in 
enrollment, but also in student academic performance 
and financial stability.  The reputation of Benjamin 
Franklin Charter Schools (BFCS) is one that would 
make almost any parent run to the school to sign their 
child up to be a student at BFCS. 
Comparing to state averages, the following results are 
from the 2013-14 school year’s academic performance.
State Math 63% Passing; English/LA 78% Passing. 
BFCS Crismon Math  85% Passing; English/LA 92% 
Passing. BFCS Gilbert Math 87% Passing; English/
LA 94% Passing. BFCS JH-HS Math 80% Passing; 
English/LA 93% Passing.
The following results are from the 2014-15 school year. 
State Math 35% Passing; English/LA 34% Passing. 
BFCS Crismon Math 70% Passing; English/LA 64% 
Passing. BFCS Gilbert Math 71% Passing; English/
LA 64% Passing. BFCS JH-HS Math 58% Passing; 
English/LA 70% Passing.
The most recent results from the 2015-16 school year 
have the state averages as Math 38%; English/LA 38% 
and an average for the BFCS organization as a whole 
with 67% students passing Math and 65% students 
passing English/LA. 
Highmark appreciates the partnership with BFCS and 
congratulates the school on their continued success in 
all aspects.  Go Chargers!! 

Benjamin Franklin Charter School Gilbert
Gilbert, AZ

Benjamin Franklin Charter School JH-HS
Queen Creek, AZ

BUILDING MAINTENANCE:
Winter Checklist

•	 Check your mechanical 
systems.	Replace	filters	and	
clean grills. 

•	 Check for any lightbulbs that 
need to be replaced.

•	 While you’re moving the 
furniture, check that all 
chairs and desks are in 
good condition. You may 
need to replace feet, tighten 
screws and give them a good 
cleaning. 

•	 Strip	and	wax	floors
•	 Check the door hardware 

and tighten or adjust as 
needed. 

•	 Keep the building heated 
even when empty to 
prevent frozen pipes.

•	 Remove snow or ice that 
may have accumulated 
aroung HVAC equipment. 

•	 Check the roof  and clear 
any snow or ice that has 
built up

We would like to thank our many partners. We truly could not do what we do 
without you.

Partner Spotlight 

http://www.highmarkschools.com/school/international-academy-of-atlantic-city/
http://www.highmarkschools.com
http://www.highmarkschools.com
http://www.highmarkschools.com/school/international-academy-of-atlantic-city/
https://azcharters.org/
http://www.highmarkschools.com/school/bfcs-gilbert/
http://www.highmarkschools.com/school/bfcs-jh-hs/
https://azcharters.org/
http://www.qualitycharters.org/
http://flcharterschool.org/
http://www.nccharters.org/
http://www.sccharterschools.org/
http://www.publiccharters.org/
http://gacharters.org/
http://njcharters.org/
http://www.txcharterschools.org/
http://coloradoleague.org/%3F
http://ncpubliccharters.org/
http://lacharterschools.org/
https://utahcharters.org/
http://www.ccsa.org/


The end of the year brings not greater joy then the opportunity to express to you season’s greetings and good 

wishes. May your holidays and New Year be filled with joy. 

2016 proved to be an exciting year of  change and 
growth on many fronts for our growing organization.

Facility openings and expansions in 2016 can be 
found in 10 states, literally spanning coast to coast:  
New Jersey, New York, Virginia, Ohio, North Car-
olina, South Carolina, Tennessee, Georgia, Florida, 
and Colorado.  The states with the highest number 
of  operational Highmark facilities (not including 
expansions) are now Colorado (13), Utah (11), North 
Carolina (7), Arizona (6), and New Jersey (6).  We en-
tered the Ohio market this year.  And with one large 
private school development completed in Virginia, we 
now claim 15 states and Washington, DC as home to 
Highmark developments.  Also of  note:  we’ve now 
surpassed 3 million square feet of  developed educa-
tion spaces.

We revamped our entire webpage with great success.  
It now includes an accurate, interactive, and compre-
hensive portfolio of  our completed schools; video 
testimonials from clients and partners; and valuable 
industry resources available for download.

The Management Team chose to shift the annu-
al summit from September to February, easing the 
pressure on Construction and Portfolio staff  in the 
fall, allowing them to better accommodate facility 
openings and building turnovers at the start of  the 
school year.  The 2016 summit featured several indus-
try experts including charter school authorizers and 
construction professionals.

The year opened with 16 Highmark employees.  We 
added	five	more	during	the	course	of 	2016.		With	
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Year in Review
Patrick Beausoleil, VP of Business Development

746 EAST WINCHESTER, SUITE 150, MURRAY, UT 84107                                          801.256.9550

Riverwalk Academy Charter School - Rock Hill, SC

two employee departures since January, net employ-
ee growth was 25% and now stands at 19.  Hiring 
spanned departments and was spread throughout 
the year.  We welcomed Wilford Puertas in February 
in Accounting; Melissa Provost in May in Business 
Development; Julie Knudsen-Brown also in May in 
Construction; Amy Ruck Kagan in August in Portfolio 
Management; and McCall Judd in November in Acqui-
sitions.

Business Development and other staff  represented 
Highmark at state and regional charter school confer-
ences throughout the year in Georgia, Michigan, Loui-
siana, New Jersey, Ohio, North Carolina, South Caro-
lina, New Mexico, Texas, California, Florida, Arizona, 
Utah, and Colorado, frequently presenting workshops 
and hosting panel discussions.  On the national front, 
we again held our well-attended, signature evening 
receptions at the National Alliance of  Public Charter 
Schools (NAPCS) conference in Nashville in June and 
at the National Association of  Charter School Autho-
rizers (NACSA) in Atlanta in October.

Two additional notes as we look back at 2016:  The 
MountainWest Capital Network recognized Highmark 
School Development as one of  the fastest growing 
companies in Utah, ranking us 30th out of  100.  And 
finally,	in	early	June,	our	CEO	Glenn	Hileman	was	
awarded	the	Ernst	and	Young	Entrepreneur	of 	the	
Year award for the Utah Region at an incredible black 
tie event attended by all Highmark staff.

What a year!

2017 . . . here we come . . .

Phoenix Academy Charter School - High Point, NC

Cirrus Academy Charter School - Macon, GA

BelovED Community Charter School - Jersey City, NJ

States we are in

https://www.facebook.com/highmarkschools
https://twitter.com/HighMarkSchools
http://www.highmarkschools.com/school/phoenix-academy-high-school/
http://www.highmarkschools.com/school/riverwalk-academy/
http://www.highmarkschools.com/school/cirrus-academy-charter-school/
http://www.highmarkschools.com/school/beloved/
http://www.highmarkschools.com/

